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Lush vegetation in the Congo rainforest 
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Why preserving rainforests is essential 
to the fight against climate change 
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The Democratic Republic of the 
Congo: Rainforests and Climate 

Change 

By the Numbers 
515,000 
Square miles of tropical forest in the DRC, 
covering over half the country. 
 
17 million 
Tons of carbon held in the DRC’s forests today 
– the largest carbon stock in Africa. 
 
1,200 
Number of square miles of forest lost annually 
due to deforestation. 
 
57,900 
Approximate number of square miles of forest 
given as concessions to logging industry by the 
DRC government, 2002-2005.  
 
1.5 billion 
Metric tons of carbon emitted into the 
atmosphere in the 1990s due to tropical 
deforestation worldwide. 
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About Friends of the Congo 
The Friends of the Congo (FOTC) is 
nonprofit advocacy organization based in 
Washington, DC. Established at the behest of 
Congolese human rights and grassroots 
institutions, we work to bring about peaceful 
and lasting change in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, formerly Zaire. 
 

To learn more or contribute: 
Visit us at www.friendsofthecongo.org 

email: info@friendsofthecongo.org 
Phone: 202-584-6512 
Fax: 775-371-1064 

5����������	����������
	�����	��	����	��	
 �����
�� �������������
���������
��
	������	���
��� �
	���� ����������� ���������� ��� ���� ���� ���
	��� � 
��� ��� �
�
����� �����������
�����
��� ��
�� �	����
�� ����	���
����� ��� ���� ���
��� ��� ���� ($$)�� ����	������� 
�
��
���	����(�"����
�����0(�"��������� ���	��� ����1�� �� �
	���� �������2
	����� 
�������	���
����������	�
����������	����	�
����������
������
�� �	����������
��������������	�����
���
���� 6��� ��� ���
��� ����� ���� 	
��� ��� ����	���
��� �� ��� ���� ��		���� �����	&�� �	�
��
�
������ ��� �	��������� �
�� ���������� ����� ��� 	�
�� � ��� ����	����� ��� ���� 7��	�
��
������� �������������
������
��	����������������	���
�����	 
��������	������������	�������
���
���")%��&�-)")�������
���������	���
����������� �")����
���������
	�������������

�������	��'�
������	��*���
��������8�&�
	�����	��� ��������������	�����	������������
������
����		����	
�����
�
Why the DRC’s forests are crucial�
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-- excerpt, Woods Hole Research Center report to UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) Conference of Parties, Bali, Indonesia, December 2007. 
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